
recruiting agencies of the government with its
main mandate being recruitment to all Group
B (non-gazetted) and Group C (non-technical)
posts in various central ministries and
departments.
Manipur BJP MLA Rajkumar Imo Singh in a
post on X said the chief secretary (CS) has
been asked to take up the matter with the
central government officials.
"Is it a genuine mistake or deep infiltration in
the system, especially in places where we aren't
able to reach on a general basis? But the state
government is fighting against
such infiltrators. CS was
instructed to take up the
matter with central officials
and ensure its rectification.
"It isn't going to be easy but we
all have to stand united for the
cause of our state," said Singh, a
three-term sitting MLA, in the
post on Tuesday night.
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PTI ■ GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on

Wednesday said the
upcoming Rs 27,000-crore
Tata semiconductor facility
will put the state on the world
semiconductor map and
transform the economic
landscape of eastern India.
Sarma called on Tata Sons
Emeritus Chairman Ratan
Tata and chairman N
Chandrasekaran in Mumbai
and thanked them for setting
up the semiconductor facility
whose foundation stone was
laid by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently.
"On behalf of the people of
Assam, today in Mumbai I
conveyed our heartfelt
gratitude to Shri
@RNTata2000 and Shri N
Chandrasekharan for
displaying remarkable
conviction and faith in our
State to execute this mega
game changing investment",
he posted on 'X'.

PTI ■ AGARTALA

Senior CPI(M) MLA Jitendra
Chadhury was on Wednesday

appointed the leader of the
opposition in the Tripura
assembly, Speaker Biswabandhu
Sen said.
Tipra Motha, which emerged as
the main opposition in last year's
assembly elections, joined the
BJP-led government in the state
earlier this month. As a result,
Tipra Motha MLA Animesh
Debbarma resigned as the leader
of the opposition and became a
minister.
"As per constitutional provision,
Jitendra Chadhury who has been
discharging his duty as the
leader of the CPI(M) legislature
party over the last one year has
been made the leader of the
opposition as the Tipra Motha is
no longer an opposition party,"

the speaker said.
After Tipra Motha joined the
government, the CPI(M)-led
Left Front wrote to the speaker,
urging him to appoint
Chaudhury as the leader of the
opposition.
After the appointment,
Chaudhury, who is also the
CPI(M) state secretary, said,
"Technically, I was not the leader
of opposition but tried my best
to oppose the anti-people
policies of the BJP-led
government inside and outside
the assembly. Now, my job will
be to support the government if
the works or programmes are
good, or else I will raise my voice
for the interest of the people."
In the 2023 elections, BJP won
32 seats, its ally IPFT secured
one seat, the Tipra Motha
bagged 13 seats and the CPI(M)
won 10 seats.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

The Staff Selection
Commission (SSC), which

conducts recruitment for
central government ministries,
has withdrawn exam results
for Manipur after data of one
phase was inadvertently
missed out.
The commission had on
March 15 declared the final
result of Constable (general
duty) in Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs), Secretariat
Security Force (SSF), Rifleman
(general duty) in Assam Rifles
and Sepoy in Narcotics
Control Bureau Examination,
2022, for the state of Manipur.
Due to the law and order
situation in Manipur, the

physical and medical tests in
respect of the candidates
belonging to the state were
conducted in multiple phases,
the SSC said in a notice.
While processing the result
dated March 15, 2024, the data
pertaining to one phase was
inadvertently missed out, it
added.

"In view of the above, the result
published on 15.03.2024 is
treated as withdrawn. The
revised final result in respect of
Manipur incorporating the
complete data of the
candidates will be published
shortly," reads the SSC's notice
dated March 18.
The SSC is one of the largest

CPM Chaudhury appointed
LoP in Tripura Assembly

CM Himanta 
thanks Tata for
semiconductor
facility in Assam

PTI n JAIPUR

For the first time in
Rajasthan during the Lok

Sabha elections, the home
voting facility is being
extended to senior citizens
above 85 years of age and
differently-abled voters with
over 40 per cent disability.
According to an official
statement, presently, the
registration of eligible voters
willing for home voting is
being done by the Booth Level
Officers (BLO) and this
process will continue till
March 26 for the first phase of
Lok Sabha polling in the state.
Chief Electoral Officer
Praveen Gupta said that the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) has taken this initiative
of inclusive elections. This
innovation of home voting was
successfully implemented in

Rajasthan recently during the
Assembly elections 2023. 
During this, approximately 99
per cent of the 61,022 eligible
registered voters availed the
facility of voting from their
homes. Now, this facility is
being extended during the Lok
Sabha elections 2024. 
Gupta said this facility is
optional. As per instructions
of the ECI, lists of eligible
home voters are updated till
the names of the candidates for
the Lok Sabha constituencies
are finalised by the BLOs. 
Thereafter, door-to-door voting
is done through postal ballot.
For the first phase of Lok Sabha
voting, presently, the BLOs are
going door-to-door and
providing information
regarding home voting. 
To avail the facility, eligible
voters have to apply through
Form 12-D to the BLO. This

registration process has
already started for the first
phase of voting and will
continue till March 26. Gupta
said that after registration of
voters opting for the home
voting facility, their lists would
be made available to all
recognised political parties
and candidates by April 1. The
formation of special polling
teams, their training and other
processes will be completed by
April 4. 
The polling for home voting
will start from April 5 and
continue till April 14 in the
presence of representatives of
political parties, candidates
and election observers. 
If for some reason, the voter is
not available or could not vote
in the first round, the polling
teams would make a second
visit for home voting between
April 15 and 16. 

PTI n AYODHYA (UP)

Expecting the biggest-ever inflow of
devotees on the occasion of Ram

Navami festival, the Uttar Pradesh
Government and Ayodhya district
administration have started making
arrangements to cater to the expected
rush of devotees. 
It will be the first occasion of the festival
after construction of the temple.
Ram Navami, the festival to celebrate the
birth of Lord Ram, will be celebrated on
April 17, the ninth day of the shukla
paksha in the Chaitra month of the
Hindu calendar.
Coordination meetings are being held
between the Ram Janmabhoomi Trust
and the district administration focusing

on the challenges of controlling and
serving the pilgrims, who will start
arriving in Ayodhya three days before
the festival and will stay here for two to
three days after the festival.
According to officials, they are working
to ensure the safety, service and comfort
of the devotees during Ram Navami
festival.
"The points on which the administration
is working include how to manage the
actual numbers of the inflow of expected
devotees, maintaining the unhurdled
and safe entry and exit at the Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple," an official said
adding that the trust is considering to
have multiple entry and exit points for
devotees at the temple to avoid any
stampede kind of situation.

Arrangements for round the clock
availability of medical facilities and
medical emergencies by keeping extra
beds available at government health
institutions and also at private
hospitals have been made, Anil
Mishra, a trustee of the Ram temple
trust, said adding that a huge crowd is
expected in Ayodhya before and after
Ram Navami.
"A plan is being prepared after
brainstorming on all the issues ranging
from security arrangements to providing
easy darshan to the devotees and
ensuring that they do not face any kind
of problem," he said.
He said that Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath himself is monitoring every
aspect of the arrangements and at the

same time, the trust is also planning for
the best possible management for all the
visitors.
Celebrations of Ram Navami will begin
with a prayer to the Sun early in the
morning. In the midday, when Lord Ram
is believed to have been born, a special
prayer will be performed, a trust member
said.
People will sing devotional songs in
praise of Lord Ram and rock his images
in a cradle to celebrate his birth.
Rathyatras or chariot processions of Lord
Ram, his wife Sita, brother Lakshman
and Lord Hanuman will be organised
from many temples, he said, adding that
people will gather in large numbers on
the banks of the sacred river Sarayu for a
holy dip. 

Arrangements in full swing for Ram Navami in Ayodhya

LS polls: Home voting facility for
senior citizens, differently abled voters
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